Epidemiology and prospects for a cancer registry in Malaysia.
The history of efforts to establish a cancer registry in Malaysia since 1961 is reviewed. In 1980, the staff of the Institute for Medical Research in Kuala Lumpur was authorized to develop an official registry that would combine the resources of the various university faculties, the hospitals, research institutes, and the Cancer Society. Special registries operate for oral precancerous conditions and for nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC). The topics of recent epidemiological studies include: a review of all cancers diagnosed at the University Hospital during 1972-74, the association of Epstein-Barr virus and NPC, social and environmental factors associated with NPC, oral cancers, and childhood cancers.